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These Circular serves to provide regular information from the Maritime Security Committee established by law about maritime 

security and security information of interest in Solomon Islands. 

The International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) 1974 have force of law in Solomon Islands as per the Shipping 

Act 1998 as amended. The Chapter XI-2 of SOLAS on Special Measures to Enhance Maritime Security and the International Ship 

and Port Facility Security (ISPS) Code contain detailed security-related requirements for governments, port authorities and 

shipping companies visited by, or operating vessels engaged in international voyages. The Maritime Safety Administration (Ship 

and Port Security) Regulations 2011 provide for maritime security management and responsibilities in Solomon Islands. 

SECURITY LEVEL 

Solomon Islands is currently at the Security Level 1. Section 2.1 of the ISPS Code Part A defines Security Level 1 

as: “the level for which minimum appropriate protective security measures shall be maintained at all times.”  

Security Level 2 “means the level for which appropriate additional protective security measures shall be maintained for a period 

of time as a result of heightened risk of a security incident.” 

Security Level 3 “means the level for which further specific protective security measures shall be maintained for a limited period 

of time when a security incident is probable or imminent, although it may not be possible to identify the specific target.” 

FROM THE MARITIME SECURITY COMMITTEE 

The Maritime Security Committee discussed in its second MSC Meeting this year (2023), the 2022 Sufferance Wharves. The 

Maritime Security Committee    members requested SIMA and Customs to collaborate and publish the list of approved 

sufferance ports so that vessels can be tracked if they operate in non-approved locations.

DID YOU KNOW? 

WHAT ARE THE IMPLICATIONS OF SECTION 9 (34) OF THE SHIP AND PORT SECURITY REGULATION S 2011? 

1.If the ship is not in port at the time when the expiration of its Certificate occurs, the Company may apply to the Director for an 

extension of the Certificate. 2. Upon application made under sub-regulation (1), the Director may extend the period of validity of 

the Certificate, but only for such time as is necessary for the ship to complete its voyage. 3.No extension granted under sub-

regulation (2) may be for a period of more than 3 months and no ship which has entered the port after the granting of an 

extension may leave the port before a renewal verification has been undertaken. 4. The Director may extend the period of 

validity of a Certificate for up to 1 month from the date of expiry of the existing Certificate, if-(a) the ship is only engaged on 

short voyages and (b) no other extension of the Certificate has been granted. 

NEWS 

 IMO SECRETARY-GENERAL KITACK LIM HAS EXPRESSED CONCERN OVER THE SERIES OF ATTACKS AGAINST 

COMMERCIAL VESSELS THAT HAVE BEEN OCCURRING IN THE RED SEA.  

 As the Secretary-General expressed in his statement, the recent reports of threats made to commercial shipping in the Red Sea 

are extremely alarming and unacceptable. Commercial shipping should never be a collateral victim of geopolitical conflicts, he 

highlighted. This statement comes after a series of attacks on the Red Sea, with the latest occurring north of the Bab al-Mandab 



Strait, targeting a commercial tanker with a rocket, which resulted in a fire. Previously, on 26th November, a tanker with 

phosphoric acid was taken over by armed persons in the Gulf of Aden. 

“Any attack on commercial shipping is contrary to international maritime law, including laws which protect the freedom of 

navigation. Any action which might adversely affect shipping engaged in international trade must be avoided.” said the 

Secretary-General. 

“Ships, cargoes, and seafarers must be protected at all times. I invite Member States to work together to ensure unhindered and 

safe global navigation, everywhere, as a prerequisite for maintaining the world’s supply chains, and in line with the framework 

of the Djibouti Code of Conduct.” Concluded Kitack Lim. 

Source: https://newsletters.safety4sea.com/tracking/lc/95a8a911-62ce-464a-81e9-cafdd3896335/f34f17e7-66b9-4f94-8a4d-

e7ad2ead86cf/d8bee3f9-3962-4016-b02e-094575ef1858/ 

RECAAP ISC: ONE INCIDENT OF ARMED ROBBERY 5 –  11 DECEMBER 

ONE ACTUAL INCIDENT OF ARMED ROBBERY AGAINST SHIPS (CAT 4) IN ASIA WAS REPORTED TO RECAAP ISC, 

BETWEEN 5TH –  11TH DECEMBER 2023.  

The incident occurred on 26 Nov 2023 onboard a container ship while anchored at Manila International Container Terminal 

(MICT) Anchorage, the Philippines. With this incident, a total of 10 incidents were reported in the Philippines during January-

November 2023, compared to four incidents in the year 2022. The ReCAAP ISC advises ships to exercise enhanced vigilance 

when anchored/berthed at ports and anchorages, and when transiting areas of concern, including the Straits of Malacca and 

Singapore; and the littoral States to increase patrols and enforcement in these areas. 

Ship master and crew are to report all incidents of piracy and armed robbery against ships to the nearest coastal State RCC and 

flag State, referring to the Poster on Contact Details for Reporting of Incidents of Piracy and Armed Robbery against Ships in 

Asia, exercise vigilance and adopt appropriate preventive measures taking reference from the Regional Guide 2 to Counter 

Piracy and Armed Robbery against Ships in Asia. 

SOURCE: https://newsletters.safety4sea.com/tracking/lc/95a8a911-62ce-464a-81e9-cafdd3896335/1ad93ca1-43ac-4115-af99-

2e9fd7edaff7/d8bee3f9-3962-4016-b02e-094575ef1858/ 

 LIBERIA: VESSELS CALLING AT PORTS IN ISRAEL SHALL SET SECURITY LEVEL 2  

DUE TO THE ONGOING SECURITY SITUATION IN ISRAEL, THERE IS AN INCREASED RISK FOR VESSELS 

OPERATING IN AND AROUND PORTS IN ISRAEL AND ITS TERRITORIAL WATERS, THE LIBERIAN SHIP REGISTRY 

STRESSES IN A NEW SECURITY ADVISORY.   

As a result of the security situation, Permission to berth or discharge cargo while anchored at the port of Ashkelon may be 

granted on a case-by-case basis. All vessels seeking to discharge at Ashkelon are advised to seek local advice from ship’s agents 

All ship operators and masters of Liberian Flagged vessels should take the following precautions while transiting the territorial 

waters of Israel: 1. Make frequent checks with local sources of information, e.g. vessel agents, local authorities, and/or P&I 

correspondent in order to obtain the most up-to-date and reliable security information; 2.Carefully assess all port calls on a 

case-by-case basis; 3.Review their relevant contingency plans and apply them accordingly; 4.Vessels should contact the 

authorities at ports in Israel they are planning to visit for the current security level and act on the security level set for that port, 

in accordance with the approved Ship Security Plan. At a minimum, any Liberian Flag vessels calling at ports in Israel shall set 

security level 2 and implement measures in accordance with their approved Ship Security Plans. 

Source: https://safety4sea.com/liberia-vessels-calling-at-ports-in-israel-shall-set-security-level-2/ 

CONTACT 

For anything related to maritime security please contact Ms. Duri Qalorusa, Senior Officer, Maritime Security at SIMA 

duri.qalorusa@sima.gov.sb.  

 


