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These Circular serves to provide regular information from the Maritime Security Committee established by law about maritime
security and security information of interest in Solomon Islands.

The International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) 1974 have force of law in Solomon Islands as per the Shipping
Act 1998 as amended. The Chapter XI-2 of SOLAS on Special Measures to Enhance Maritime Security and the International Ship
and Port Facility Security (ISPS) Code contain detailed security-related requirements for governments, port authorities and
shipping companies visited by, or operating vessels engaged in international voyages. The Maritime Safety Administration (Ship
and Port Security) Regulations 2011 provide for maritime security management and responsibilities in Solomon Islands.

SECURITY LEVEL

Solomon Islands is currently at the Secu nty LEVEI 1 Section 2.1 of the ISPS Code Part A defines Security Level 1
as: “the level for which minimum appropriate protective security measures shall be maintained at all times.”

Security Level 2 “means the level for which appropriate additional protective security measures shall be maintained for a period
of time as a result of heightened risk of a security incident.”

Security Level 3 “means the level for which further specific protective security measures shall be maintained for a limited period
of time when a security incident is probable or imminent, although it may not be possible to identify the specific target.”

FROM THE MARITIME SECURITY COMMITTEE

The Maritime Security Committee held its second meeting in November. The Committee agreed to develop new guidelines for
the management of maritime security incidents. These guidelines will serve to guide stakeholders and the public to report a
maritime security incident, to understand what a maritime security incident is, and the process implemented by relevant
agencies to treat a maritime security incident.

The Maritime Security Committee met twice in 2025 to oversee implementation of national maritime security obligations, adopt
mandatory security guidelines, and review key security issues of port facilities. The Committee agreed to foster stronger inter-
agency coordination, improved information sharing, and increased resources to support safe and secure international maritime
traffic. It also considered findings from audits and reviews and contributed to national input on the Pacific One-Maritime
Framework (POMF). Capacity building and contribution to the National Maritime Security Strategy remain priority actions.

DID YOU KNOW?

WHAT ARE THE IMPLICATIONS OF SECTION 7(1), (2) & (3) OF THE 2011 REGULATIONS 2011?

A Declaration of Security (DoS) is made under the 2011 Regulations to exchange information between a ship and a port facility,
or between two ships (ship-to-ship activities), as to the respective security measures each will undertake in accordance with the
provisions of their respective approved security plans. Director SIMA, as head of the security Designated Authority, shall
determine when a DoS is required, by assessing the risk of the ship-to-port interface or ship-to-ship activity poses to persons,
property or the environment.

The owner or master of the ship can also request a DoS when the ship is operating at a higher security level than the port facility
or the ship is interfacing. Agreements on DoS between Contracting Governments can also be issued to cover certain
international voyages, when there has been security threat or a security incident involving the ship or the port facility, ship is at
the port that is not required to have and implement an approved port or port facility security plan, or when a ship conducting
ship-to-ship activities with another ship is not required to have and implement an approved ship security plan.



NEWS

FIJI SIGNS UN CONVENTION AGAINST CYBERCRIME

On the 25-26 October 2025, Fiji signs UN Convention Against Cybercrime together with Australia, Palau, PNG, Nauru and other
67 countries. It is a marking of a major effort to strengthen cybersecurity protocols for its citizens. This event further builds on
its earlier accession to the Second Additional Protocol to the Budapest Convention on Cybercrime signed in June 2025. These
efforts illustrate the shift from isolated national cyber laws and gaps to an integrated global and could be a potential pathway to
strengthen and enhance the Pacific region’s cooperation framework. This enables PICs to explore more opportunities and risks
that can support decision-makers, policymakers and academia by adopting global standards in cyberspace.

Source : https://mailchi.mp/8c5d5684a645/the-brief-17462252?e=9307f99f16

NEW PLATFORM UNIFIES SATELLITE AND BEHAVIORAL DATA FOR MARITIME MONITORING

Windward has introduced a system that combines satellite imagery, radio-frequency data, and behavioral analytics into a single
operational picture for maritime monitoring.

According to Windward, the rapid expansion of the dark fleet, covert ship-to-ship transfers, and deceptive shipping practices
have made vessel movements harder to track, cargo origins more difficult to verify, and sanctions regimes increasingly
challenging to enforce. In the third quarter of 2025 alone, windward identified a surge in large-scale identity laundering and
coordinated AIS manipulation across tanker fleets as well as 11,600 vessels that were affected by GPS jamming and the
emergence of 13 new fraudulent flag registries.

Combined with rising geopolitical instability and intensifying regulatory scrutiny, these trends have created a new era in which
traditional AlS-based monitoring or static satellite imagery is no longer sufficient.

The Remote Sensing Intelligence platform merges multi-sensor satellite detections—such as electro-optical imagery, synthetic
aperture radar, and Radio Frequency (RF) signals, with vessel and ownership data. The stated aim is to deliver decision-ready
intelligence quickly without relying on multiple separate data sources.

The system integrates imagery, voyage history, ownership networks, and behavioral indicators to help validate trade activity,
detect spoofing, flag high-risk vessels, and identify sanctions exposure.

It also automates parts of the intelligence workflow, including collection planning and object detection, and provides a central
hub for imagery and RF data.

Windward CEO said that “due to collapsing launch costs, satellite constellations have grown dramatically. By pulling together
dozens of satellites, we allow our customers to tap into our virtual constellation. allowing for the constant monitoring of the
maritime domain. To leverage this wealth of images and data, organizations need context, accuracy, and analytics to transform
the images into insights and action”.

Source : https://safety4sea.com/new-platform-unifies-satellite-and-behavioral-data-for-maritime-monitoring/

CONTACT

For anything related to maritime security please contact Ms. Duri Qalorusa, Senior Officer, Maritime Security and Compliance at
SIMA duri.qalorusa@sima.gov.sb.
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