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These Circular serves to provide regular information from the Maritime Security Committee established by law about maritime 

security and security information of interest in Solomon Islands. 

The International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) 1974 have force of law in Solomon Islands as per the Shipping 

Act 1998 as amended. The Chapter XI-2 of SOLAS on Special Measures to Enhance Maritime Security and the International Ship 

and Port Facility Security (ISPS) Code contain detailed security-related requirements for governments, port authorities and 

shipping companies visited by, or operating vessels engaged in international voyages. The Maritime Safety Administration (Ship 

and Port Security) Regulations 2011 provide for maritime security management and responsibilities in Solomon Islands. 

SECURITY LEVEL 

Solomon Islands is currently at the Security Level 1. Section 2.1 of the ISPS Code Part A defines Security Level 1 

as: “the level for which minimum appropriate protective security measures shall be maintained at all times.”  

Security Level 2 “means the level for which appropriate additional protective security measures shall be maintained for a period 

of time as a result of heightened risk of a security incident.” 

Security Level 3 “means the level for which further specific protective security measures shall be maintained for a limited period 

of time when a security incident is probable or imminent, although it may not be possible to identify the specific target.” 

FROM THE MARITIME SECURITY COMMITTEE 

The Maritime Security Committee met on their first meeting on the 12th of March 2024 and the committee members discussed   

and noted that the Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources could be nominated to become one of the MSC members.

DID YOU KNOW? 

WHAT ARE THE IMPLICATIONS OF SECTION 19(D) OF THE SHIP AND PORT SECURITY REGULATION S 2011? 

This regulation is one of the obligations of ships entering a port. Prior to entering a Port, security records must be maintained for 

the last 10 calls and must include, in addition to confirmation that the ship possesses a valid internationally recognized security 

certificate and details of the security level at which the ship is currently operating and was operating in the previous 10 calls at 

port facilities: 

i) the measures taken while engaged in ship-to-ship activity with a ship that is flying the flag of a state which is not a 

Contracting Government, including the measures that would normally have been provided by ships flying the flag of 

Contracting Governments, 

ii)  the measures taken while engaged in a ship-to-ship activity with a ship that is flying the flag of a Contracting 

Government but is not required to comply with the provisions of chapter XI-2 and part A of the Code, including a copy 

of any security certificate issued to that ship under other provisions, and 

iii) in the event that persons or goods rescued at sea are on board, all known information about such persons and goods, 

including their identities and the results of any checks run on behalf of the ship to establish the security status of those 

rescued, but only to the extent that is does not delay or prevent the delivery of those in distress at sea to a place of 

safety. 

  



NEWS 

MARSHALL ISLANDS: INCREASE IN DEFICIENCIES RELATED TO ISPS CODE S TO ENHANCE DRUG INSPECTIONS 

ONBOARD TO MINIMIZE SMUGGLING  

The Republic of the Marshall Islands Maritime Administrator has observed a troubling rise in ISPS Code-related detentions due 

to recurring non-compliance issues. Specifically, deficiencies relating to control of ship access, log keeping, and frequency of 

security drills have been noted. These deficiencies have led to ships being detained within different Port State Control (PSC) 

Memoranda of Understanding. Most of these detentions were easily preventable by proper and effective implementation of the 

Ship Security Plan (SSP). 

Detainable Deficiencies - Below is a summary of recent ISPS Code detentions which could have been easily prevented had the 

ship fully complied with the onboard SSP: 

• January 2024: a bulk carrier was detained in Klaipeda, Lithuania because the gangway watch was not present when PSC 

Officers arrived. 

• May 2024: a bulk carrier was detained in Corpus Christi, Texas, United States (US) when the gangway watch failed to 

ask visitors for identification and failed to complete the visitors log (as required by the SSP); and 

• August 2024: a bulk carrier was detained in New Orleans, Louisiana, US when a PSC Officer found that a security drill 

had not been conducted within the previous three months. 

Measures - Owners, Operators, Company Security Officers (CSOs), Masters, and designated Ship Security Officers (SSO) must be 

proactive in assessing the effectiveness and the implementation of the SSP and daily security practices onboard. 

CSOs and SSOs are reminded to: 

• ensure gangway watchstanders are sufficiently trained, training is properly logged, and are in place as required by the 

SSP. 

• verify gangway watchstanders require all visitors, regardless of the purpose of the visit, present proper identification 

and inspect baggage according to the current maritime security level of the port (as required by the SSP). 

• thoroughly review during internal ISPS Code audits the onboard security logs and the security practices, ensuring they 

are compliant with the SSP. 

• review security procedures with all crewmembers on a regular basis and conduct frequent walk-throughs to ensure 

procedures are being followed. 

Source : https://safety4sea.com/marshall-islands-increase-in-deficiencies-related-to-isps-code/ 

USA TO ENHANCE DRUG INSPECTIONS ONBOARD TO MINIMIZE SMUGGLING  

A group of democratic senators have proposed a new legislation to fight the trafficking of synthetic drugs like fentanyl through 

U.S. transportation systems.  

This bill aims to create new inspection methods for stopping drug smuggling using commercial planes, trains, trucks, and ships. It 

also plans to increase resources for local and state law enforcement, introduce advanced detection technologies, and enhance 

inspections at border entry points. 

The bill establishes four inspection programs for private and commercial aircraft, railroads, commercial vehicles, and maritime 

vessels. This aims to enhance detection and prevent interstate smuggling, allowing law enforcement to use advanced 

technologies and trained canines for inspections without disrupting commerce.  

Furthermore, the bill mandates that Customs and Border Protection (CBP) inspect 100% of motor vehicles and railroads entering 

the U.S. within five years, and all civil air cargo and maritime cargo within ten years, significantly improving border drug 

detection. Finally, the Secretary of Homeland Security is authorized to provide grants to state, local, tribal, and territorial law 

enforcement for new technologies and canines. This includes funding for overtime and support for forensic investigations 

related to fentanyl crimes. 

Source : https://safety4sea.com/usa-to-enhance-drug-inspections-onboard-to-minimize-smuggling/ 

CONTACT 

For anything related to maritime security please contact Ms. Duri Qalorusa, Senior Officer, Maritime Security at SIMA 

duri.qalorusa@sima.gov.sb. 
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