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These Circular serves to provide regular information from the Maritime Security Committee established by law about maritime
security and security information of interest in Solomon Islands.

The International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) 1974 have force of law in Solomon Islands as per the Shipping
Act 1998 as amended. The Chapter XI-2 of SOLAS on Special Measures to Enhance Maritime Security and the International Ship
and Port Facility Security (ISPS) Code contain detailed security-related requirements for governments, port authorities and
shipping companies visited by, or operating vessels engaged in international voyages. The Maritime Safety Administration (Ship
and Port Security) Regulations 2011 provide for maritime security management and responsibilities in Solomon Islands.

SECURITY LEVEL

Solomon Islands is currently at the Secu nty LEVEI 1 Section 2.1 of the ISPS Code Part A defines Security Level 1

as: “the level for which minimum appropriate protective security measures shall be maintained at all times.”

Security Level 2 “means the level for which appropriate additional protective security measures shall be maintained for a period
of time as a result of heightened risk of a security incident.”

Security Level 3 “means the level for which further specific protective security measures shall be maintained for a limited period
of time when a security incident is probable or imminent, although it may not be possible to identify the specific target.”

FROM THE MARITIME SECURITY COMMITTEE

At its first Maritime Security Committee meeting in 2025, the committee acknowledged the efforts made by border agencies to
deliver their mandate in relation to the control and security of foreign vessels visiting Solomon Islands. They also recognized the
challenges and need for resources to mitigate security risk while facilitating international maritime traffic and trade. The Pacific
One-Maritime Framework (POMF) has been approved by the Pacific Regional Heads of Maritime on 31 October 2025 and is now
ready for endorsement and launch by the 6% Pacific Regional Energy and Transport Ministers’ Meeting held in May 2026 in
Papua New Guinea.

DID YOU KNOW?

WHAT ARE THE IMPLICATIONS OF SECTION 30(1) & (2) OF THE SHIP AND PORT SECURITY REGULATIONS 2011?

Section 30 of the Maritime Safety Administration (Port & Ship Security) Regulations 2011 requires that all ships to which these
Regulations apply (foreign or Solomon Islands vessels of more than 500 gross tonnage engaged in international voyages) must
hold an International Ship Security Certificate which is current. The master of each ship to which these Regulations apply must
produce the International Ship Security Certificate, or provide any details relating to it, whenever required to do so by the
Administration or the Ports Authority.

It means that, when requested, the shipping agent responsible for a foreign vessel visiting Solomon Islands must provide the
International Ship Security Certificate upon request by the Solomon Islands Maritime Authority (SIMA), the Solomon Islands
Ports Authority (SIPA) or Leroy Wharf Port or any location designated as port facility under the SOLAS Convention and the ISPS
Code.



NEWS

THE PACIFIC SECURITY OUTLOOK REPORT: IMPACT OF INCREASED CONSUMPTION OF ILLICIT DRUGS IN THE
PACIFIC

Increasing availability of illicit drugs, socio-economic challenges and limited access to mental health services are driving
addiction and related social and health impacts in several PICs. In Tonga, the youngest person identified recently for harm
reduction programs was an 8-year-old who was pushing drugs for adults and being paid with money and pornography. In Fiji,
meth, now widely available has been linked to “chemsex” (using drugs to heighten sexual experiences) and “bluetoothing” (re
injecting drug-infused blood into a second person). Children as young as 9 years old are being treated for addiction to
methamphetamines, and a rapid increase in Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) infections has been observed. There is a
coinciding public view that the breakdown of family structures and values is playing a role in the meth crisis.

Source : https://pacificfusioncentre.us4.list-
manage.com/track/click?u=8969df78c5094c1cbf1a932f8&id=5fc601dce7&e=9307f99f16

TRANSNATIONAL CRIME: CURRENT SITUATION

As per last year’s report, TNOC activity remains a significant security threat across the Pacific. However, underreporting or a lack
of reporting of specific crime types, coupled with limited information sharing, means that the scope and scale of TNOC in the
region largely remains an intelligence gap.

The region’s geographic isolation, vast ocean expanse and porous borders continues to make it an attractive route for drug
trafficking, and — increasingly — as a destination for drugs. TNOC actors continue to adapt and explore new opportunities to
undertake their business in the region, forming partnerships, leveraging emerging technologies, and embracing new business
models. Resource constraints and limited regional collaboration have continued to hinder effective response efforts, however
the launch of the Pacific Regional TNOC Disruption Strategy has provided a coherent roadmap for Pacific countries to address
TNOC activities. Other initiatives such as the involvement of Australia and Fiji in the Global Coalition to Address Synthetic Drug
Threats and on-going regional collaboration through mechanisms such as the Pacific Transnational Crime Network (PTCN)
continue to positively impact the TNOC environment through detecting transnational crimes and disrupting criminal networks
across the Pacific.

As per last year’s report, deportations from countries like the United States, Australia, and New Zealand continue to be linked
with criminal activity in the receiving Pacific countries. However, the UNODC's recent ‘2024 Transnational Organized Crime in
the Pacific’ report highlights that criminal groups from East Asia are increasingly becoming an area of concern, particularly in
regard to human trafficking, illegal gambling and money laundering. The UNODC’s ‘2023 Regional Report on the Existing
Capacities to Measure Trafficking in Persons in the Pacific Islands’ and the US State Department’s ‘2024 Trafficking in Persons
Report’ highlighted the region as a destination for trafficked persons for sexual exploitation or forced labour, particularly in the
fishing, hospitality, domestic and agricultural industries.

Data on the scale of money laundering, human trafficking and exploitation, and child sexual exploitation in the Pacific remains
limited, however these issues continue to be raised as key concerns for Forum members and external countries/organisations.

Source : https://pacificfusioncentre.us4.list-
manage.com/track/click?u=8969df78c5094c1cbf1a932f8&id=5fc601dce7&e=9307f99f16

CONTACT

For anything related to maritime security please contact Ms. Duri Qalorusa, Senior Officer, Maritime Security and Compliance at
SIMA duri.qalorusa@sima.gov.sb.
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